Department of Geography
Annual Report 2025-26

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, University of Delhi, has consistently upheld a
tradition of academic excellence, critical enquiry, and holistic development throughout the
academic year. The department has actively fostered a dynamic learning environment through a
balanced integration of theoretical knowledge and practical exposure. With a strong emphasis on
contemporary geographical issues, sustainability, and interdisciplinary approaches, a range of
academic and co-curricular activities were organised to enrich students’ understanding and skills.
These initiatives reflect the department’s commitment to nurturing analytical thinking, a research-
oriented mindset, and social responsibility among students, while also encouraging active
participation, collaboration, and intellectual growth.

OFFICE BEARERS 2025-26

S. No. Post Name Student Name
1. President Tanupriya Choudhury
2. Vice-President Srishti Yadav
3. Joint Secretary Nasra
4. Cultural Head Charvi Yadav
5. Cultural Secretary Shreya Das
6. Cultural Coordinator Aayat Raj
7. Technical Head Meenakshi
8. Technical Coordinator Shubhi Chaurasia
9. Media Head Rishita Mandal
10. | Media Member 1% Year Aakriti
11. | Designing Head Divya Mishra
12. | Designing Coordinator 2" Year Shivani Yadav
13. | Designing Coordinator 2™ Year Shreya Das
14. | Designing Coordinator 1% Year Daksha Singharia
15. | Proctor Anjitha
16. | Chief Editor Arpita Ranjan
17. | Editor Secretary Ayushi Sharma
18. | Editor Coordinator Sneh
19. | Editor Member Soni Kumari
20. | Treasurer Prashsya




21. | Public Relation Head Jaya Rajput

22. | Extension Activities and Social Responsibility 1% Year | Kanak

23. | Extension Activities and Social Responsibility 2™ Year | Kashish Singh

24. | Extension Activities and Social Responsibility 3™ Year | Archana Singh

25. | Class Representative 1% Year Prachika

26. | Class Representative 2" year Shruti

27. | Class Representative 3 year Arpita Ranjan
28. | Class Representative 4™ year Khushboo Yadav

1. Introduction to the Measurement of Good and Bad Ozone in the Earth’s Atmosphere

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a special talk on 16 September 2025 to
mark World Ozone Day, focusing on the measurement of good and bad ozone in the Earth’s
atmosphere.

The session commenced with a welcome address and a plantation drive, followed by the
introduction of the keynote speaker, Dr. Radhakrishnan S.R. Senior Principal Scientist, CSIR—
National Physical Laboratory (NPL) New Delhi. The lecture highlighted the distinction between
stratospheric (good) ozone and tropospheric (bad) ozone, emphasising their respective impacts on
environmental and human health. The speaker also explained ozone measurement techniques,
including the use of the Dobson spectrometer and the application of Beer-Lambert’s Law. The
session effectively enhanced students’ understanding of atmospheric processes and the
significance of ozone in maintaining ecological balance. The programme concluded with




encouraging remarks, making it an informative and awareness-driven event.

2. Conservation of Wildlife and Wildlife Tourism & Research Methodology

The Department of Geography, in collaboration with IQAC, Kalindi College, organised a lecture
series on 23 September 2025 focusing on wildlife conservation, wildlife tourism, and research
methodology. The programme commenced with an inaugural ceremony, including a welcome
address and lamp lighting, attended by distinguished guests and faculty members. The first session
by Dr. G. Areendran highlighted the significance of sustainable wildlife tourism and its role in
conservation and community development. The second session by Dr. Niharika Tripathi provided
insights into research methodology, including data collection, sampling techniques, and ethical
considerations. The third session by Dr. Surya Tiwari further elaborated on advanced research
applications and methodological frameworks. The lecture series proved to be highly informative,
enhancing students’ understanding of both environmental issues and research practices.
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3. Geo Colloquium

The Department of Geography, in association with the Centre for Himalaya Studies, organised a
seminar on 24 September 2025 under the Himalayan Summer Research Programme. The session
featured student-led research presentations focusing on ecological sustainability and community-
based adaptation in Himalayan regions. Various themes such as traditional ecological knowledge,
environmental vulnerability, sustainable tourism, and climate change impacts were discussed
through case studies from Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. The presentations highlighted the
integration of scientific methods with indigenous practices for sustainable development. The



seminar also emphasised challenges such as disaster risks, resource management, and tourism
pressure in fragile ecosystems. Overall, the session was insightful and encouraged students to
engage in research-driven approaches towards environmental conservation.
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4. The Celebration of World Rivers Day

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, celebrated World Rivers Day on 29 September
2025 with the theme “Conservation of Rivers.” The session commenced with a welcome address
and introduction of the keynote speaker, Ms. Namrata Singh, MoEFCC who delivered an insightful
lecture on the impacts of river pollution on health, ecosystems, and livelihoods. The discussion
covered key aspects of river management, including national policies, Environmental Impact
Assessment, and regulatory frameworks related to conservation and development projects.
Emphasis was laid on issues such as biodiversity loss, illegal sand mining, and the need for
sustainable practices. The session also highlighted career opportunities in environmental
consultancy and encouraged student engagement. Overall, the programme was informative and
successfully raised awareness about the importance of river conservation.
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5. Educational Visit To NPL Complex

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised an educational visit to the CSIR—
National Physical Laboratory (NPL), Pusa, on 17 October 2025 to provide students with practical
exposure to scientific research. The visit aimed to bridge the gap between theoretical learning and
real-world applications in the fields of weather, temperature, humidity, and environmental studies.
Students were introduced to various laboratories, including Physics, Laser, Vacuum Chamber, and
Air Quality Monitoring units, where they observed advanced instruments and techniques.
Demonstrations of laser applications, calibration processes, and air pollution measurement
enhanced their understanding of scientific methodologies. An interactive session with researchers
further clarified the role of data in weather prediction and environmental monitoring. Overall, the
visit was highly informative and enriched students’ practical knowledge and scientific awareness.
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6. An Interdisciplinary Research Program on Techniques in Research

The Department of Geography organised an Interdisciplinary Research Programme on Techniques
in Research on 7 November 2025 in the Seminar Room. The event commenced with an inaugural
ceremony and felicitation of distinguished speakers, followed by an insightful lecture by Prof.
Praveen Kumar Pathak, who emphasised the importance of identifying relevant research problems,
interdisciplinary approaches, and maintaining clarity in academic work. The programme also
featured a comprehensive workshop conducted by Prof. B. W. Pandey, focusing on research
methodology, literature review techniques, sampling methods, and academic writing. Students
were introduced to referencing styles, digital tools, and credible data sources, enhancing their
practical research skills. The interactive sessions encouraged active participation and critical



thinking among students. Overall, the programme proved to be highly enriching, strengthening
students’ understanding of research processes and motivating them towards academic excellence.
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7. Resilient Earth Conclave

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a special talk on 10 November 2025
under the theme “Urban Resilience: Building and Nature.” The session commenced with an
inaugural ceremony, followed by a lecture by Prof. Chirashree Ghosh. She highlighted key issues
of urban pollution, sustainability, and the role of population dynamics in environmental
degradation. The discussion also covered topics such as smog formation, black carbon deposition,
and its impact on the Himalayas. Emphasis was laid on individual responsibility, sustainable
practices, and the contribution of indigenous communities towards environmental conservation.
The session incorporated data and examples to explain India’s environmental challenges and
global standing. Overall, the programme was informative and encouraged students to adopt
environmentally responsible practices.
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8. Ecosystem Restoration Towards a Sustainable Future

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a symposium on “Ecosystem
Restoration: Towards a Sustainable Future” on 17 November 2025. The session featured eminent
speakers Prof. Balaram Pani, Dean of Colleges, University of Delhi; Prof. B. W. Pandey, Director,
Centre for Himalayan Studies, University of Delhi; and Shri Dependra Pathak, IPS (Retd.), former
Special Commissioner, Delhi Police who discussed environmental degradation, carrying capacity,
and the impact of human activities on ecosystems. Emphasis was laid on sustainable resource use,
ecological balance, and the importance of responsible lifestyles. Speakers highlighted issues such
as pollution, overexploitation of resources, and the need for conservation through afforestation and
awareness. The symposium encouraged students to recognize their role in protecting the
environment and promoting sustainability.
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9. Centre for Protected Cultivation Technology, IARI Pusa

The Department of Geography organised an academic field visit to the Centre for Protected
Cultivation Technology (CPCT), IARI, on 18 November, 2025 to understand modern agricultural
practices. The visit provided insights into greenhouse management, controlled environments, and
high-tech horticulture techniques. Students learned about seedling production, drip irrigation,
fertigation, and hydroponics as efficient and sustainable farming methods. Advanced systems such
as climate control, soilless media, and high-yield crop cultivation were demonstrated. The visit
also introduced students to plant phenomics and modern research technologies. Overall, the
experience enhanced understanding of scientific and sustainable approaches in contemporary
agriculture.
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10. Community Outreach at Anand Parvat

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a community outreach programme at
Anand Parvat on 16 January 2026 focusing on social development. The visit aimed to understand
local issues and engage with the community through student participation. Major concerns
identified included inadequate water supply, electricity disruptions, poor sanitation, and damaged
infrastructure. The programme also highlighted serious social challenges such as increasing drug
abuse and rising street crimes. The initiative emphasised the need for awareness, effective
governance, and community-level interventions for improving living conditions.
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11. Workshop on use of Al in 3D Regional Developmentscape Visualization

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a workshop on 20 November 2025 on
the topic “Use of Al in 3D Regional Developmentscape Visualization”. The session featured Dr.
Ravindra Nath Tiwari, who discussed the role of 3D in regional development, including machine
learning and deep learning applications. The lecture also highlighted career opportunities and
entrepreneurial prospects in 3D Regional Developmentscape Visualization. Overall, the session
was insightful and encouraged students to adopt advanced technological skills for future careers.
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12. India AI Impact Summit 2026 Initiative

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a seminar on 6 February 2026 under
the India Al Impact Summit initiative, focusing on emerging trends in Artificial Intelligence. The
session featured Dr. Bratati Dey, who discussed the role of Al in geoinformatics, including
machine learning and deep learning applications. Emphasis was laid on skill development,
particularly in Python programming and data analysis tools. The lecture also highlighted career
opportunities and entrepreneurial prospects in GIS and Al-related fields. Overall, the session was
insightful and encouraged students to adopt advanced technological skills for future careers.
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13. Felicitation Ceremony of Ms Prachi Honey (AIR 28, UPSC 2025)

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised a felicitation ceremony on 16 March
2026 to honour Ms Prachi Honey for securing All India Rank 28 in the UPSC Civil Services
Examination. The session aimed to inspire students through her academic journey and preparation
strategies. She shared insights on the importance of conceptual clarity, consistency, and developing
personalised study approaches. Emphasis was laid on overcoming stereotypes, building
confidence, and utilising Geography as a scientific discipline. The session proved to be highly
motivating and provided valuable guidance for academic and career development.
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14. Field Visit to Diu and Gujarat

As part of our academic fieldwork, an educational visit was organized to Diu and various regions
of Gujarat in October 2025 to gain practical exposure to geographical field techniques, survey
methods, and regional landscapes. The visit was conducted under the guidance of our Teacher-in-
Charge Dr. Geeta Kumari and Dr. Usha K. Pathak, and a total of 18 students participated in the
fieldwork from 3¢ October to 11" October, 2025.



The journey began on 3rd October 2025 at 1:30 PM, when we boarded the Rajkot Express from
Sarai Rohilla Railway Station. We reached Rajkot the next morning and continued our journey by
bus towards Dwarka. En route, we passed through Jamnagar, where we observed the headquarters
of Reliance Industries. After brief halts for refreshments, we reached Dwarka and checked into
our hotel. In the evening, we visited prominent religious and cultural sites such as Rukmini Devi
Temple and Bhadkeshwar Mahadev Temple. Field surveys were conducted around these temple
premises to understand patterns of tourism, local economy, and spatial organization. Later, we
attended the evening Aarti at Dwarkadhish Temple and carried out surveys in the surrounding
market area.

Early the next morning, we departed for Diu. On the way, we visited Bet Dwarka along with
nearby temples including Hanuman Temple and Shiv-Parvati Temple, where surveys were
conducted. We also visited the sacred Nageshwar Jyotirlinga and observed pilgrimage activities
and associated economic practices. By evening, we reached Diu and checked into our hotel at
Ghoghla.

The next day was dedicated to exploring Diu’s cultural and historical landscape. We visited
Gangeshwar Temple and then proceeded to Diu Fort. The fort provided insights into the colonial
history of the region, especially the Portuguese influence and Indo-Portuguese architectural styles.
Field surveys and interactions with local communities helped us understand socio-economic
conditions. Later, we visited the INS Khukri Memorial, where we observed the sunset and
reflected on its historical significance.

The field visit further extended to Gir National Park, where we undertook a jeep safari and
observed wildlife, including Asiatic lions and various bird species. This provided valuable
exposure to biodiversity and conservation practices. We then proceeded to Somnath and conducted
individual field surveys around the Somnath Temple, focusing on pilgrimage tourism and local
economic activities. Returning to Diu, we visited Nagoa Beach and Vanakbara. At both
locations, field surveys were conducted and interactions with local residents provided insights into
coastal livelihoods, fishing practices, and tourism-related development. We also visited the SP
Office, where an awareness session on increasing cyber crimes and preventive measures was
conducted.

An important part of the visit was our interaction with the District Collector of Diu, Shri Rahul
Dev Boora (IAS), where we gained knowledge about administrative functioning, development
policies, and governance at the district level. Additionally, surveys were conducted in local
markets to understand commercial activities and consumer behavior. Further exploration included
a visit to Naida Caves, known for their network of tunnels and unique formations, followed by St.
Paul's Church, which reflects strong Portuguese architectural influence. We also interacted with
the circuit house authorities, gaining insights into tourism management in the region. Some
recreational activities, including water sports, were also experienced.
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The return journey began from Somnath Railway Station, from where we boarded the Gandhinagar
Express to Gandhinagar. After a halt, we continued towards Delhi and finally reached Delhi early
in the morning, marking the conclusion of the field visit. Overall, the field visit to Diu and Gujarat
provided valuable practical exposure to geographical fieldwork, survey techniques, and regional
diversity. It enhanced our understanding of cultural landscapes, economic activities,
environmental conditions, and administrative systems, making it a highly enriching academic
experience.

15. Field Visit to Himachal Pradesh

As part of our academic curriculum, a field visit was organized to Kangra to study the causes,
impacts, and management of forest fires in the region. The trip was conducted under the guidance
of our Teacher-in-Charge (TIC), Dr. Geeta Kumari, and Dr. Usha K. Pathak, accompanied by 22
students and our non-teaching staff member Rakesh Yadav, from 6" February to 12t February,
2026. The journey commenced on 6th February 2026 at 7:00 PM from Delhi via bus, and after an
overnight journey through the plains to the Himalayan foothills, we reached Kangra the following
day.

Upon arrival, we checked into a hotel in McLeodganj. In the evening, we explored the surrounding
areas, including the scenic Bhagsu Waterfall and the nearby Bhagsunath Temple, along with
the vibrant local markets. This initial exploration provided insight into the region’s tourism
dynamics and its potential impact on forest ecosystems.

The following day, we undertook the trek to Triund, beginning at approximately 11:00 AM under
the guidance of a local guide. The trek proved to be both physically demanding and academically
enriching. As we ascended through forested trails, we observed variations in vegetation,
accumulation of dry biomass, and visible signs of human interference such as littering and trail
degradation. These factors are significant contributors to forest fire risks. Upon reaching the top,
we were able to observe the surrounding landscape, including slope patterns and wind exposure,
which play a crucial role in the spread of forest fires. All participants successfully completed the
trek and returned the same day, gaining practical exposure to terrain conditions that affect fire
control and accessibility.

Subsequently, we packed our belongings and proceeded towards Dharamshala. On the way, we
visited the Tsuglagkhang Complex, which is an important cultural and spiritual center. We then
visited the office of the Divisional Forest Officer (DFO), where we had an insightful and engaging
interaction with Shri Rahul Sharma. During this session, the DFO explained the major causes of
forest fires in Himachal Pradesh, emphasizing both natural factors such as dry climatic conditions
and human-induced causes like negligence and intentional burning. We were also introduced to
various forest fire management techniques, including the creation of fire lines, controlled burning
practices, early warning systems, and the involvement of local communities in prevention efforts.
This discussion provided us with valuable administrative and practical knowledge about forest
conservation.



Following this, we met the Deputy Commissioner (DC) of Dharamshala, Shri Hemraj Bairwa,
where we gained an understanding of district-level governance and disaster management
strategies. The interaction highlighted how different departments coordinate during forest fire
incidents and the role of administration in implementing preventive measures, spreading
awareness, and ensuring quick response during emergencies. This experience helped us connect
theoretical concepts with real-world administrative practices.

We stayed overnight in Dharamshala and the next day proceeded towards Bir. En route, we visited
the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium and conducted a field survey in Palampur.
The survey focused on observing land use patterns, vegetation cover, and the interaction between
human settlements and forest areas, which are crucial in understanding fire vulnerability.

We stayed one night in Bir. Before beginning our return journey, we conducted a local survey in
the village and interacted with members of the Panchayat. This interaction helped us understand
the role of local communities in forest fire prevention, their awareness levels, and the challenges
they face in protecting nearby forest resources. Following the completion of our fieldwork, we
began our return journey to Delhi and reached early the next morning, marking the conclusion of
a highly informative and enriching experience.

Overall, the field visit to Kangra provided a comprehensive understanding of forest fires through
direct observation, trekking-based terrain analysis, institutional interactions, and community
engagement. It highlighted that forest fires are not only environmental issues but also social and
administrative challenges that require coordinated efforts for effective management and
prevention.
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16. Annual Fest Resurgence’2026

M a9 849 Al oal

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, organised its Annual function on 17 April 2026.
The dignitaries invited for the occasion were - Chief Guest: Dr. Maharaj K. Ranjitsinh Former
IAS Officer, popularly known as the Cheetah Man of India, Prof. V. S. Negi, President, Delhi
University Teachers' Association — DUTA and Guest of Honour Dr. Anuj Agnihotri, AIR-1,
UPSC CSE 2025. The Ninth Edition of the Annual Departmental Magazine was officially unveiled
by the guests and faculty members. The magazine highlighted the academic achievements,
research work, field experiences, student articles and creative contributions of the Department
during the academic session. The inter-college competitions were conducted. The flagship events
of the fest included Geo Vista (Quiz Competition), Extempore Competition and Lens & Latitude
(Photography Competition), witnessing enthusiastic participation from students of Kalindi College
and several colleges of the University of Delhi. The winners were felicitated with cash prizes,
certificates and appreciation from the judges and faculty members. The programme concluded
with cultural program that began with a captivating guitar performance. It was followed by vibrant
dance performances representing different states, showcasing the richness and diversity of our
culture. The event was both entertaining and memorable.
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17. VAC Report on Soil Testing, Nutrient Management and Sustainable
Agriculture Practices

The Value Added Course on “Soil Testing, Nutrient Management and Sustainable Agriculture
Practices” was organized by the Department of Geography, Kalindi College, University of Delhi,
for third-year students. The course aimed to provide both theoretical and practical knowledge
regarding soil science, nutrient management, sustainable agricultural methods, and modern soil
testing techniques. The overall experience of the course was highly informative and enriching. The
combination of classroom learning and practical exposure helped students develop a deeper
understanding of soil management and sustainable agriculture. The visit to ICAR-IARI, Pusa,
added significant value to the course by providing direct exposure to scientific research and
laboratory work. The guidance provided by faculty members and scientists made the learning



process engaging and meaningful. The course successfully enhanced students’ awareness
regarding soil health, environmental conservation, and sustainable agricultural practices.
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18. National Seminar organized by Department of Geography

The Department of Geography, Kalindi College, University of Delhi, enthusiastically participated
in the National Students’ Seminar titled “Bridging Disciplines: A Student Dialogue on Science
and Society”, held on 1 April 2026 in hybrid mode under the aegis of IQAC. The seminar aimed
to promote interdisciplinary dialogue and critical thinking by linking scientific advancements with
societal processes. Within this broad framework, the Geography track focused on Human—
Environment—Society interactions, offering a rich platform for students to present diverse and
contemporary research.

Overall, the seminar proved to be a significant academic exercise, strengthening research aptitude,
fostering collaboration, and reinforcing the relevance of geography in addressing contemporary
societal and environmental challenges.
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