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EDITORIAL

It is a pleasure to introduce a new issue of Pravah 2021-22. As always, this annual publication is an
expression of our students’ thought and talent through the past academic year.

Our theme for this issue “Freedom: Stars Remembered, Stories Regained” is in tandem with the
celebration of the 75 years of Indian Independence. Freedom in all its colours and dimensions is
integral to our daily lives. Students have reflected on its significance in their lives.

Our freedom fighters fought colonial rule in order for us to enjoy the independence we have. It
was a struggle in which the entire population of India participated with great zeal, putting their
lives on the line. While some leaders are known for their contribution, the rest of the heroes have
been forgotten. Our students have written to celebrate the immense role that their sacrifice has
had in the founding of this nation. In an outpouring of love and gratitude, they have expressed
their patriotic fervor in the pages that follow. These young minds envision the nation as a space of
diversity and inclusion, peace and harmony, prosperity and justice. Given their own context, they
wish to create the future in which, regardless of caste, class, region, gender, religion, age, language
and culture, all Indians have the right to equality and liberty.

Education plays an integral role in establishing this ideal of equality and liberty, and making it a
manifest reality. The University of Delhi, established in 1922, has been one of the pioneering
institutions working ceaselessly in order to take this progressive vision forward.

As we celebrate the Centenary Year of the University of Delhi, we look back at the great tradition
of this university of which we are proud to be a part. Through the peak of the Independence
struggle and throughout the journey of independent India, the University of Delhi has produced a
great number of thinking minds and empathetic hearts, inspiring the youth to labour towards a
more progressive and empowered citizenry.

An enterprise as large as the representation of student voice and talent in a college magazine
cannot be done singly. | thank Prof. Naina Hasija and Prof. Anula Maurya for their support as
principal and patrons of the magazine. | am grateful to the support and co-operation of the entire
team, comprising of the three language, photograph and technical sub-committees. | wish to
acknowledge especially Co-Convener Dr. Manju Sharma, and Dr. Sanavar Soham and Dr. Pawan
Kumar who have responded to queries and requests with alacrity. | also appreciate the labour put
in the Student Editors, namely Rama Singh, Il B.A. (H) English, and Kavya Agarwal Il B.A. (H), for
the English section; Shambhavi and Priyanka, both from Ill B.A. (H) Hindi for the Hindi section; and
Sheha Kumari, Ill B.A. (H) Sanskrit for the Sanskrit section.

Hope you enjoy this issue. Happy reading!

Monica Zutshi
Editor and Convener,
Pravah Magazine Committee



Kavya Agarwal,
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Student Editorial

“Freedom from fear is the freedom | claim for you my motherland! Freedom from the burden

b

of the ages, bending your head...” exclaims Rabindranath Tagore, in his poem titled
‘Freedom’, exhorting his fellow Indians to harken to the call of a future full of new
possibilities. While for the longest time the concept of national pride and freedom has been
tied to ethnicity or religion, India has always been a demographically and culturally diverse
country whose people, despite their differences, take pride in a shared way of life. We have
built a resilient and strong nation in these 75 glorious years, despite few naysayers writing off
the idea of India at its birth, and we must not forget to cherish and continue nurturing the

strength of our diversity that not only defines us but keeps us thriving as a united force.

As we continue to celebrate and cherish the stalwarts of India’s independence and freedom,
we now bring into focus the unsung heroes of this great story called India. Therefore, this
issue of Pravah, themed, Freedom: Stars Remembered, Stories Regained brings to you
glimpses — in prose, verse, and paint — of the greatness of the strength that we hold in
diversity through the forgotten stories of fighters who planted the roots of this free nation.
Through the stories, poems and art presented in this issue we hope to bring back the stories of
those various heroes, from different walks of life, who fought together to liberate their home
and their culture.

“I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather strength from distress, and grow
brave by reflection,” said Thomas Paine while listing the attributes of a true patriot. In its 75-
year-journey of Independence from the colonial rule, India has made tremendous progress but
not without facing adversities and challenges, some of which still remain to be conquered and
what better means to arm ourselves for this battle than education. While we celebrate the
platinum jubilee of Indian Independence, we are also commemorating the centenary year of

the prestigious University of Delhi.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad had famously said that “it is the birthright of every individual to
receive at least the basic education without which he cannot fully discharge his duties as a
citizen”. As India was fighting for political freedom, it was simultaneously laying the ground
for an educated citizenry committed to the cause of nation building and aware of its rights

and duties. The University of Delhi, for a 100 years, has been committed to this cause and is



a testimony to the foresight of the pioneers of modern India. The current edition of the

magazine celebrates this great legacy.

We would like to extend our most gracious thanks to all the students who contributed to the
magazine. The contributions from the skilful and dedicated students of our college bring
stories and experiences from across the country that helped shape the nation and on the role
of the University of Delhi in shaping the lives of its people. We would also like to express
our heartfelt thanks to Ms. Monica Zutshi for giving us this wonderful opportunity. We
would also like to thank Ms. Sneha Sawai and Mr. Sushrut Bhatia for their constant support,

guidance and understanding, without all of which this magazine would not have taken form.

We hope everyone finds love, support, and inspiration in these pages of history as we all

continue to add to them.

Rama Singh, B.A. (Hons.) English, Il Year

Kavya Agarwal, B.A. (Hons.) English, 11 Year
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Hand spun khadi
Woven from three
A chakra holding centre

1947, unfurled to breathe.

Said | exist
To symbolise my country
My three colours bear diversity

Woven into unity.

But...

Torn into two,

I saw the hearts plucked away,

Stripped off their faces.

IF 1 COULD, | WOULD

The brown soil condensed into orange and green —

I stood high flying seeing the threads of brotherhood rip

Unable to weave them together

I saw them in camouflage

with the white in my core.

Sacrificing their lives to guard a billion —

Standing with weapons by their heart

Sleeping every night as if their last.

Alas all I can do is cover their brave body

And never cover them, from the bullet they took.
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Does the beautiful Kashmir ever rest in peace?
Soaking in rains of terror

Is a land of innocent souls

Wide eared for a blow nearby.

Their history tainted in blood,

They sleep wide eyed

Into an uncertain dawn -

And I stood firm in a soil covered in chains

Unable to at least cover their sleep, with a blanket of hope.

So, in an ocean of heartbeat | stand,
Up high flying along with the wind
In sync with the beats beneath

That struggle every day.

If I could run all along the borders and stop the bloodshed
If I could twist myself to tie the hands of them brothers

If I could cover and protect them in sleep

If I could soak in me their tears

I would — but I can’t

So, I sing a song

For our unsung heroes to

Speak for their bloodshed, their sacrifice —

Speak for their tears, their life.

And this, a moment of tribute.

13

Sheha Babu
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WAR ZONE

We went to war zone,
Returned with our clothes torn;
Me, safe enough with some injuries

And few doctors flaring sorrows;

Active, moved into our tents
And changed our pants,

I switched on my phone
Popped out consort's text,

“Woabh, are you fine my horn?"

I bled, yet some verses unsaid...
What 'bout the ones dead?
Who'll switch their phone on,
Reply to ménage's text,

Those eyes must be wet!

I'm upset
For they won't return till sunset;
Why am | alive?

Well, we all still strive;

My partners, my mates,

Is this God's play

In which they died?

We won, but all hearts cried;

The last memory of violence
Of those resting in peace,
With guns and bullets

And each shirt with a crease...

14



Their names to be craved on stones;

I'm safe, but

Those corpses are to reach their homes!

We fought for the country,

Congratulations for victory, victory, victory!

Oh, sorry!
They didn’t die; martyred, right?
Wrapped within tricolour

1000 heroes, the soldiers arrived.

We went to war zone,

Some martyred and some returned home!

15
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NOTEWORTHY NORA

A doughty and dauntless human being, a princess with extraordinary intelligence, an
invincible soul, a talented but undated poetess, a writer, and a proficient musician, she is one
of the most revered yet unsung Indian spies. Writing about her gives a great sense of
gratification and | will be short of words when describing her audacity, contribution, and

sacrifices for the nation.

She was the successor of Tipu Sultan and the first Indian woman recipient of a blue plaque in
the United Kingdom. She was recognized by various names such as Madeleine, Noor Inayat
Khan, and Nora Baker. She was a keen learner, who always welcomed new opportunities and
was a dedicated worker. Nora was the first female wireless operator and a part of the
women's auxiliary air force and was recruited by the Special Operations Executive (SEO) for
an onerous and challenging mission from London to France for a tenure of three months.
France at that time was subjugated and was under the control of Nazi Germany where Nora,
being a secret agent, disguised herself under the code-name Madeleine in order to inform on
the Nazis back to London. The task of sending and transmitting the signals and ciphers was
so perilous that agents like her were required to be constantly on the move. Gradually as time
went by, Nora was the only operator left within the network after all the other British spies
were arrested and was soon told to return which she denied in favour of staying for a few
months more and finish her mission. In October 1943, when Nora decided to finally return to
London, she was unfortunately caught and was incarcerated and seized by the Nazi officers,
the Gestapo, who found her location and eventually interned her when she refused to divulge
any information about her mission. She was brutally tortured and abused during her
interrogation. Germans had also acquired access to her diary containing all the secret and
sensitive information which helped them to decrypt messages conveniently. Not only that, but
they also sent wrong messages and signals in London through the operator belonging to Nora
making them believe that Nora was behind it all. During this period of barbarous treatment,
she was chained and kept in a holding cell at Pforzheim prison in Germany after she had
persistently tried to abscond. On 13 September 1944, Nora together with three other female
agents was moved to Dachau concentration camp where they were shot dead. Later, she was
posthumously awarded the George cross award.

16



Today, as we celebrate the 75th year of independence, people like Noor Inayat Khan
shouldn’t be forgotten because they not only made promises but also fulfilled them even if
they had to lay their lives. She was espionage personified with a lion’s heart and we must feel
honoured to have these uncelebrated figures in history. Salute to her.

Apurba Sen

B.A. Programme, Il Year
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THE NATIONAL SAREE

The shoulders that carried

The weight of the "pallu’,

Harbour the strength

To carry the nation too.

It was time the bare shouldered men
Understood so.

It is time but they still have not.

But in the meantime,

Iron fists have still been raised,

Only the faces of the oppressor changed.
For the motherland is a woman.

And only a woman could ever understand
Her needs and desires,

And only a 'saree’ could drape the
Nakedness scathing her scars

And only the gentle hands of a woman
Can ease her fears

And cradle her into rebirth

To be born in our minds

Fearless of what they’ve made of her

If only her home was a woman.

18
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PRICE

In the silence of the night, many do not want to go to sleep as they want to spend their night
doing other things. Some want to spend time with the ones they love, some want to have fun
and some work hard to achieve their dreams. Dreams which are turned to reality by fighting
for them till one’s last breath. India is an independent country but this independence, this

freedom came with a price. Let me tell you about that price.

Matangini Hazra was part of the Quit India Movement and the Non-Cooperation Movement.
During one of the processions, she continued to advance with the Indian flag even after being
shot thrice. She kept shouting, "Vande Mataram".

Tara Rani Srivastava, along with her husband, led a procession in front of the Siwan police
station. Though her husband was shot, she bandaged his wounds and kept going forward. By
the time she returned, her husband had died. However, her determination to go on was strong

and she continued to fight to hold the flag high.

Tirupur Kumaran was killed during a protest march against the colonial government on 11th
January 1932 for holding a flag of Indian nationalists that was banned by the British. Though
he succumbed to injuries, he was still holding the flag.

Birsa Munda died at the young age of 25 but he made some remarkable achievements in his
short life. The most notable amongst his contributions was heading the millenarian movement
that inspired the tribal belt of modern-day Bihar and Jharkhand to challenge the British Raj in
the late 19th century.

Bhogeswari Phukananib was brutally shot down by the British for launching the

revolutionary mass program, the 'Bharbhuj'.

Kanaklata Barua was shot down in a procession during the Quit India Movement in 1942 for

proudly holding up the national flag.

Kushal Konwar was the only martyr who was hanged in the last phase of the Quit India
Movement of 1942-43.

There were many more freedom fighters who somewhere got lost in the volumes of history.

As India is getting advanced in the field of education, science, technology, agriculture, etc.
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we should remember how we got our independence because fighting for freedom is not a
matter of just one night. It is a story that comes with a heavy price.

- Shubhangi Sharma

B.Sc. Physical Science, 11l Year

- Kavya Agarwal,

B.A. (H) English Il Year
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MY PRESENT

I did not realize

What my small actions were leading to
I did not realize

What my present was molding into.

In the flickering lights
Of my small kitchen
I learn about the world
That fails to confine.

My zeal and my passion

The transformers of my life

My knowledge and my intellect
Were the guiding lights of my life.

But today,

When | look at the picture of my past
The faded pages of the beginning

I am struck by nostalgia

I remember all the details

Big and small,

What events took place leading up
To this rainbow?

Today,

My zeal is growing among these budding flowers
My passion is not only my own

Today,

I live among the hearts that beat

As a result of my persistence, known.

Dedicated to Savitribai

Tavleen Singh
B.A. (Hons.) Political Science, | Year
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AN ECLIPSED INDEPENDENCE
Are memories blotched in blood worth remembering?
For the shadows dancing behind the flames of this nation's birth
Are nothing but the innocent souls it lost in its awakening.
Who wants to remember them?
The piles of bodies who were
Not allotted a number, names forgotten
Just an estimate of life
Just an estimate of death.

(Which is worse | know not)

Who wants to remember them?

The women who broke their glass bangles
Not beside a corpse

But an assumption

Half widowed

Half married

To the pangs of separation

And an eternal wait.

Who wants to remember them?
The rounds of shells fired

And fires that lit up not just houses
But the fabric of this land

Who needs an earthquake?

When an announcement

A piece of paper

22



Can shake your whole existence to ruins.

Who will remember them?

The unborn futures of a generation
Lost in the game of powerplay
Choked in the smoke from the cigars
Drowned in the fine wine and toasts
The sophistication, the rule from
Capitals of fine establishment

From grudges and resentment.

Who will remember?

No one will.

It's been 75 years since then

And there is no place for death, violence
For suffering in the famous ahimsa maarg

So why remember it?

When people still live under the roofs of its aftermath.

23

Anargaya Chib
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MUNG DUN SUN KHAM

Word meanings:

Burhi Dihing/ dihing noi - name of a river

Patki - name of a hill

Lengdon - the sacred statue of the Ahoms

Seraidoi - the original name of a place now called Charaidew
Aboi - grandmother

Borahi changmai - the cooks of Ahoms
Bhuyan/Moran/Chutiya - some communities in Assam
Buraniji - historical records

A long course of life,

With lost causes to survive,

I set forth with my king,

Towards the mighty burhi dihing.

Mung dun sun kham,

Or the country of golden gardens,

A clear sight interrupted by the patkai, politely calm,

But in my heart of hearts, I’d found my lost cause by then.

An enigmatic beauty amidst two unknown lands,
The chants, the prayers, | heard there that day; I’d never understand.
What dreams I’d find, I never knew.

And I never knew, I’d find my homeland in a place so anew.

The path was filled with stones and sticks,

It seemed no man ever wandered,

A serpent passed by, with lightning speed; slick,
Away it took my breath and | wondered:

"What was beyond this mighty patkai?

In this garden of rarity, could I find an asrai?"
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We marched on and on and on and on,

Until it was finally time for rest, for our lengdon.

Besides the enormous nam ti lao, was there seraidoi,
Greater than my king's heart, colossal than the dihing noi.
For my king wanted seraidoi to be his capital,

Began the Ahom reign, with none ever compatible.

Kingdom by kingdom, merged with us.
We became one of them, they became one of us.
The beauty of mung dun sun kham, I realised soon enough;

Divided as many, united as Assam.

From the beauty in that aboi's smile,
To the tasty rice of the borahi changmai;
Came all together: bhuyan, moran, chutiya,

Ruled as one, ended as one: the bor axomiya.

And just like that,

I lived for my king, and | died for my king.

I may not be in the buranjis,

But within me lived the king's story, surely.

And once every year in mae dam mae phi,

All, along with the Ahoms of charaidew maidam

Are remembered - by the great mung dun sun kham.

25

Tanaya Gogoi
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UNIVERSITY GIVES YOU WINGS

They say universities play an important role in shaping students; hence, modern India. But
well, let me ask - Where did you learn the process of photosynthesis? Where did you fall in
love with Robert Frost? Where did you start comparing life to “The Brook™? To shape a
country is strenuous as every institute plays an imperative role throughout. But the “choice”
comes up after matriculation and lasts for a lifetime. We all once might have wanted to be
doctors, engineers, and so much more. Life then made a few of us fall in love with literature-
and here we are! Who doesn’t wish to bloom? “You’re too young to think about it,” was what
they’d perpetually say until life became what it is. See, we are now ‘responsible citizens’ and
conscientious about shaping the country. Nevertheless, career-building just doesn’t twirl

around this.

What makes college life more interesting than school life? Your brain probably fathomed it
right. We barely had access to extra-curricular activities back in school; thanks to our ‘not
long-winded’ syllabus. Our existence at all times appeared to be burdened but the fests and
clubs and freedom make us look forward to getting into universities. Let me also admit, that
college life is not as portrayed and pictured in Karan Johar’s Student of the Year, which we
might have once looked up to. However, witnessing the non-academic events sets aside
students to compete beyond the ‘traditional classroom practices’. Jeffery Taylor, Dean of the
Faculty of Arts and professor of history of Canadian labor once said, “The best universities in
the 21st century will offer flexible learning and multiple pathways.” It perhaps works the
same for all. Universities give us a grounding to become who we are and who we will be in
the future. The concept of modern India is vast. So much that Stephen King’s book will
abruptly fall short of pages if one goes on to elaborate that. We probably have seen India
evolving, but not enough to write down the whole shooting match of experiences. Both
modern and traditional virtues of universities create a great impact and bring transparency to
the society. The role of universities in shaping a nation is a spirit that works behind it. An
institute solely can never be responsible for everything. It can only play a character, major or
minor, in this long story.

Vanshika Gupta
B.A. (Hons.) English, | Year
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AMONG CELEBRATIONS & PROTESTS, AND THE FOMO IT
BRINGS

The one thing that | have learned after coming to Dilli Vishwavidhyalaya is that protest is the
language of freedom of expression here. It is a cycle of dissent and anti-dissent and every
slogan raised is an opinion in itself, filled with chauvinism tinted confidence. In the
lockdown, the campus was deserted, but its reopening could not have been grander with this
year marking its centenary just as the country marks 75 years of independence. Quite a
coincidence. After all, this University has given to our nation some of its great leaders in all
spheres. But this lockdown period preceded and succeeded massive protests and counter
protests and the eventual order from Delhi University administration that has now made it
compulsory to take prior permission from the administration before staging a protest in its

premises.

The university has its own vibrant history of protests. For that matter, our own college got the
permission to form its student body by staging a protest. Indian nationalism has taught us to
fight for our rights, by non-cooperation, disobedience, and peaceful marches. But a crowd of
the most energetic young people in the country is bound to get a little more than non-violent
when pushed to the wall. The recent media attacks on university protests have more or less
created a hostile environment about such activities. Students who protest are now looked
down upon as a menace that hampers educational process. But is education not about creating

open minds capable of thinking? | am sure none of us want the Orwellian world of 1984.

When invited to join the pride march in Delhi University’s North Campus on June 1, I was
warned against going with student organisations being always on the target of the local
police. As a result, and with much regret, I did not go but now wonder why was it so? They
had prior permission and nothing untoward happened. But fear always persists. Fearlessness
in student protests has metaphorically evolved into something altogether different. It is not
about fearlessly raising their voice but about being ready to face the police-ka-danda
fearlessly. The police are not to blame entirely. Campus politics can be a dirty sphere and
often leads to broken bones and noses. Keeping in view all this, police interference is a must.

But to the extent where it is there to safeguard and not scare us away.

Anargaya Chib
B.A. (Hons.) Political Science, | Year
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WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN
As | lay in pain in my single bed
Surrounded by the smell of different pills
I begin to wonder what could have been
If education could have paid my bills
| felt sick the second I think about it
No wonder I am like this!
The book could have solved everything
Lack of opportunities led me to this abyss
| see the fan rotate from where | lay
In pain from the black in my veins
Not red or blue or yellow or white
I was being consumed by illiteracy’s flames

| couldn't breathe | couldn't see

| felt like | was drowning
With no chance to resurface
I could hear my heartbeat pounding
The poison was taking its toll
There was no saving me
I closed my eyes and accepted my fate
The only cure was too foreign to believe
Darkness consumes me and | float into nothing
I dream of a young boy holding a book for the first time
A tear tracks down my face as | let go of hope
Oh! How I wish this fate could have been mine!
Kavya Agarwal

B.A. (Hons.) English, Il Year
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A FIRST

India has been and is home to thousands of stories and events, some of which were highly
appreciated and some of which still remain closed among the pages of a book.

India, in its present grandeur, is the result of the hard work done by every citizen of the
nation.

Time and again we have proven that our pride is our nation, our land is our mother, Bharat
Mata and we as citizens live up to that fact.

On May 26th 2022, India celebrated for one of her children when she won the Booker prize.

Geetanjali Shree became the first Hindi novelist to win the International Booker Prize of
2022 for her contribution to literature through her work, Ret Samadhi, translated into English
as Tomb of Sand.

The Tomb of Sand is a story about "Ma", an eighty-year-old woman who slips into
depression after the death of her husband and then resurfaces to gain a new lease on life. She
insists on visiting Pakistan, re-living the teenage trauma of the Partition and tries to
reevaluate what it means to be a mother, a daughter, a Feminist and a Woman.

It is the first Hindi-to-English novel to gain such recognition. The story weaved by Shree is
delivered so exuberantly with interesting wordplay and original, relatable scenarios. Shree,
through her book, sends out her word to protest against these boundaries people have created
between nations, cultures, countries, and genders too. Her meticulous approach to this
sensitive topic has won the hearts of many people.

Shree has not only proven her love for language and her worth, but also paved a way for
many unrecognized Indian writers who will follow in her footsteps.

Geetanjali Shree is a leading example and an inspiration for all literary geniuses waiting to
unleash their talent.

Tavleen Singh
B.A. (Hons.) Political Science, | Year
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WAR OF LOVE

They say it’s a war for victory.
I say it’s a war of love.
The eternal love

I have for my country.

To protect the one | love the most,
Yes my nation it is.

I strive for peace and humanity.
Like the fire,

I burn my fright away.

And exactly like a warrior,

| fight to free my fears.

My mind is not full of worry,

My heart is full of love.

To spread, to teach and to learn it wants.
My soul knows no hatred,

It soaks all compassion.

They call me a hero,
Though | never wanted to become.
I wanted to be fearless,

I only wish to be one.
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FIRST FEMALE TEACHER OF INDIA
Who do you think?
Who do you think had started the task?
The task of setting schools for warriors!
Which ones? The Bravest as well as gentle ones.

Education for women, pride of nation.

I, Savitri Bai Phule, was born on 3 January 1831, in Maharashtra.

Maharashtra, home to the city of dreams.

Where hundreds and thousands of people have achieved fame, goals and what not.
I had a dream too —

To be literate and to teach.

My husband, Jyoti Rao Phule, helped me achieve this dream.
He took responsibility of my education and my cousins,
Even though we were married off as children.

Yes, that’s true. He was 13, I was nine,

But with him my name did outshine.

We, together, built one of the first private schools in Maharashtra and then in Pune,

Like me, girls could now become educationalist and dream big.

Deesha Khanna
B.SC. (Hons.) Computer Science, | Year
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THIRD WORLD ISSUES

Mama asked me to cover up

A child's legs can lead to her demise

Told me to stay out till the sun was still up
Monsters lurking in the shadows

Would prey on my youth

Little did she know that the monster

Roamed through the sacred gates.

GIRL PROMBLEMS, they can deal with it
Pink taxes on necessities

Bled right through her rags

Poor thing didn't know what to do

Third world issues!

Thickest of veils can't cover their hypocrisy
Bigotry will only get you so far

At thirteen she should be soaring

Cuff her up, cut off her wings

The world watches you dominate

Abuse her over and over

How can | form words when all | feel is hate.

GIRL PROBLEMS, they can deal with it
Unfair wages, double the work

Drained all her finances

Poor thing didn't know what to do

Third world issues!
Clothing white, darkest of the minds
Drove me to end my being

Written all the names down
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Cold steel blade in my hands
Maybe older men would suffice
For all the masochism

And this bliss in agony.

Skinny you should eat more
Chubby you should starve more
Too dark for their golden stallion

Malleable, no individuality.

GIRL PROBLEMS, they can deal with it
How do we win,

When the game's so rigged?

Poor thing didn't know what to do.

Third world issues!
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DEMOCRATIC SECULARISM

Welcome to the world of transition!

Congratulations!! We have successfully transformed into the best-evolved variety of
homosapiens....

From "human beings" to “religious beings".

The Indian model of secularism is most unique in its own ways.

It provides state and religion the power to interact and intervene with each other according to
the established judicial setup.

It functions with the intention that these two authorities over mankind, with which human
survival is completely swarmed in, should tread the moral path and guide each other to

righteousness.

But the situations today have emerged as a herd of bad omens and the theory we just
discussed seems too utopian. It's peculiar, or more illogical perhaps, that the mainstream
media and politicians have completely side-lined this concept by certifying and bringing to
life the layman's understanding of politics: 'a dirty game', synonymous with corruption.

Where political parties have taken up the role of interest groups howling for (or better say
creating) a particular interest, giving rise to several sets of contradictory narratives diluting

our focus from core issues that would propel us towards progress.

You tell me how do you go on responding to people according to their surname? “No, not
often”, you’d say. Yes, because it is the fact at the grass root level people don't even bother to
see, talk, or tell these things.

It's high time to wake up. Yes, we have to but not like that herd-zone of slogans...
Naarebazi... "hinduo jago", "musalman jago"... but please rise for humanity and integrity of
our nation...

Don't let history repeat itself!

A rational, practical, and sympathetic approach towards religion could work.
There is no wrong to follow one religion but do remember that thin line between following

one's religion and imposing one’s religion onto others. We must be God-loving people, not

god-fearing people. Pray to that power of spirituality which one needs in this busy watch of
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the 21st century and not that ostentatious display of religion through idol worship or
fanaticism. We can praise the picture for its beautiful carving but please don't fight over it.
Remember! We all need to serve the human cause, help humans and most importantly, be

human! That is religion and God’s will.

Let's do it for our sake.
This is what the first milestone of independent India is, what our founding fathers want and
had always dreamt of.

This is the only best way to celebrate 75th year of independence.

Afterall, we are not a country of only two or three communities, but one where the way of
life, lifestyle, culture and language changes every 100 km. So, accepting oneself and others,
celebrating ‘multiculturalism’ is the best way to survive. Being yourself is easy and sounds
cool, but the truth is one should always "better oneself.”

Be the change!

Sakshi Sandilya
B.A. Political Science (H), | Year
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Kavya Agarwal,

B.A. (H) English 11 Year
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MY MISCHIEVOUS MUSE

The tunes feed my darkest desires,
The rhythm gives them shape.

Its light comes from my core,
Calming me with its warmth.
Others never understood,

Nor could they ever.

And | don't want them to.

Like the monster in my cupboard is too shy to come out,
It's a blanket full of nails.

It's shy of attention but thirsty of applause,

Fearing the prying eyes, it runs back to whence it came.
Then the blood that slips from its lips stops tasting good,
And the flesh in its hands stops feeling like cotton.

Hit the right tone, never miss a beat.
Because if you don't, they will not let you forget.
It becomes corrupted with expectations and all 1 am left with is a flicker of hope.

That rhythm will guide me towards the light and make me feel all that the world knows.

The music renders a soul to my essence,

And slithers in every gap.

With words stitched on my heart,

| finally sleep in the arms of the tunes.

It is a virtue and a vice,

Never settling for less and feeding the filthy minds.
All are welcome to taste its blood.

All are welcome to define its crux.

I know about my eternal circle-

Without it, I am a drugless addict,
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Flapping my arms and the non-existent wings.
As | engulf it in my essence,
I want to be different,

Just like everyone else.
What about your take?

Do you feel different when with it in seclusion?

Does it make you fly or cheats you with illusion?
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EXAM: ATALE

The reign of terror

It seems is here again

The masses engrossed in the blue lights of screens and handouts.

Notes collectively from that "chosen one”.

Offline exams, a dictum, cursed like calling out 'the dark lord'.

Those death-eaters, sitting hungrily more than ever to suck the marks out of the scribbles.
They'll watch you bleeding till you can't breathe.

And tell us we are born to die.

Satyastuti
B.A. (Hons.) English, Il Year
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BOUGHT QUIETUDE

In today's excessively pragmatic world,
Where both, our conscience and humanity lie in a corner crumbled.
A world where we have all- twinkling eyes, overactive ears and a head with a crown,

But it takes only a piece of paper to shut them all down.

Tolerance and patience are some of the values nowhere to be seen,

Honesty, selflessness and loyalty are the acts that are only limited to the big screen.
Can't wait in lines, can't stand in heat,

Need a car anywhere you go as you just can't stand on your feet.

Because that's how it has become, to keep on living, to keep on breathing,

All you've to do is toss a few dollars and you'll be the king.

Money can't buy happiness, money can't buy respect they said,
That's why the richest guy makes everyone his friend, and a murder can be a state's head.
No one can put a price on justice, it is as pure as the clear Sun that's beaming,

That's why all the spectators on the road stood quietly while the victim dies screaming.

Virtues have clearly less weight than a money filled sack,
As children today can throw few of them at their parents
And say that they have paid them back.
We need to burn the blindfolds of money, that's what | feel,
So that we don't reach a stage where wiping away someone's blood with currency
May not strike us as a big deal.
Supriya Lariwal

B.A. (Hons.) English, Il Year
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| SAW

Looking through the small peephole
| saw those sights,

Like stepping inside a black hole

I saw the insights.

I inhaled a deep breath
Trying to expand the small space.
I tried to control my hands

Trying to confine the pace.

With the sudden creak of the door
| knew the time had come
To make it or to break it

It's all in or none.

With my steely resolve

I upheld my head

With my pocket full of bravery
| took the lead.

And as if time was moving
But moving in slow motion
I saw my comrades dropping

And saw the juggling commotion.

Moving left, right and center
Without any respite
Setting eyes upon my target

I charged with all my might
| fought I fought I...
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Now after all those years

When | look through the small peephole
Discarded through the layers

I still see a black hole.

My name is in shambles today
With the twist of objections and hearsays
But the fight in me

Never went away in vain.

-Thoughts of a freedom fighter in today's world

Tavleen Singh
B.A. (Hons.) Political Science, | Year
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FEAR - AMOTIVATOR

Our brain is constructed or somewhat trained to respond to stimuli in such a way that our first
instinct is always protection resulting from survival needs. Thus, fear is an indication of
imminent danger and trembling protect us when such a situation arises.

Digging a little deeper, one would recognize that our brain clasps us with a tie called fear
which protects us from potentially dangerous situations.

It is believed that goosebumps evolved from apes, who ironed their long body hairs straight,
making it easier for them to hide behind the thickets in order to escape wild animals and this
evolved in the most civilized manner for homosapiens.

Thus, the essence of fear was laid in humans to jostle them with confidence so that they could
prevent themselves from untenable danger...

Seems ironic, no?? Fear - confidence ... A complete mismatch.

For the so-preached convention, fear and confidence are two poles that can never clap
together.

But if we adhere to our natural being, fear and confidence are parallel to each other just like
the tracks of the railway line. Though they never meet they are always together.

Sorry for being abrupt but give me a moment to elucidate my point.

See, fear is an obnoxious stimulus because it strangles us.

But it is in that moment that we need to take charge. As soon as you start to fear something,
talk about it in your brain, burp out with questions like Why... Are you here? What... Are the
reasons? Whom... Do you fear? Which... Way it can be cured?

This way you can beguile your fear with your confidence.

When you will weave the strings of your brain, you would instantly consider fear as a driving
force that propels you towards progress.

Broaden the scope of your mind and convert pity to power. I am nowhere trying to be a
motivator just introducing you to what lies within you.

Your fear is already there to protect you from the invading danger. There are only two ways.
You can either bug your mind with a storm of negative thoughts or stay calm, be reactionless
(for a wee while... I swear it works) and think of a resolution and then answer it with your
come back.

I don't want you to be stoic, after all it is emotion that keeps humans lively but just advising
you to be more rational and pragmatic in what you do.

This fear is your power as it is the only source of a perpetual immense state of confidence.
Next time you fear ponder on this too...

Sakshi Sandilya
B.A. Political Science, | Year
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THE ONE WHO WAS LEFT BEHIND

Coward.

So easy for you to die

And leave me to collect the ashes.
That's what | do.

Spread them on that blanket

You tucked me in every night

And rub them on the forehead

You kissed before you turned off the lights.
Collect ashes,

As you disappeared.

That's what | do.

Drinking my grey tears,

As the kohl melts into ink
Inscribing your memories along the
Cracks of my skin.

Drinking my grey tears

Gasping silent wails | pray,

That's what | do.

Scratching your name

On the wooden panels in my room

Obsessively everyday
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Marking a calendar of my painful breaths
Till they recede one day

But until then

I wait.

Wait for my turn,

To become ash and get collected away.
Wait for my turn,

To remember my last breath and be forgotten,

To become the wind that will carry me to you.
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SPORTS ACHIEVERS (2021-22)

ISHA

(JuDoO)
B.A.Program, II Year
Roll Number 20501354
Participation in Inter University

CHAHAT
(SHOOTING)

BSc (H) Chemistry II Year,
Roll Number: 20557035

Participation at National Level

Competition

AYUSHI
(TAEKWONDO)

B.Com (P) II Year
Roll Number: 20503117
Participation in Inter University
Competition

NAFEESA
(Rhythmic Yoga)

B.A (H) Hindi-II Year,
Roll Number: 20516019
Bronze Medal in Invitational
Inter College Competition

RITU
(Boxing)
B.A Prog-I Year
Roll Number: 21501464
Silver Medal in Delhi State
Level Competition
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SPORTS ACHIEVERS (2021-22)
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B.Com (P)-I Year,
Roll Number: 21503086
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Championship

PRIYANSHI

(Aerobics)

B.Sc. Computer Science-I Year,
Roll Number: 21570013
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MONIKA

(Athletics)

BA (H) Sanskrit-H-III Year,
Roll Number: 19529024
Gold Medal in Delhi State
Championship in 10000mts.

SHALINI

(Boxing)
B.A.Prog-I Year,
Roll Number: 21501465
Silver Medal in Delhi State
Level Competition
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