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Mandi, Market
and Modi

The BJP government’s efforts to remake
India’s agricultural economy for large
private players

HARTOSH SINGH BAL

Modi has called the new farm laws a “watershed moment

in the history of Indian agriculture,” and the move has been
welcomed by most economists as a step in the right direction.
In reality, the laws strip away safeguards that provided
farmers nominal protection and leverage. The similarity in the
administrative responses of the British colonial government
and the Modi administration to the ongoing protests is striking.
The argument boils down to the kind of society we choose to
be as we continue opening up to a private sector—do we look
at Western Europe or the United States as a model? It is only
when we begin to look at issues in this light, conceding that
farmers who have staked so much to come and protest on the
outskirts of Delhi have strong reasons for what they are doing,
that we can begin to comprehend what is going on.
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