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The Player

Akshay Kumar’s role
as Hindutva’s poster boy

BHAVYA DORE

Since the Narendra Modi government first came to power in
2014, it has had an immense impact on popular culture. It

has created an ecosystem in which producing content that the
government likes has big rewards, while even remote criticism
can have dire consequences. Akshay Kumar, who came up

in the 1990s as an action hero, has been one of the biggest
beneficiaries of this ecosystem. His recent films have often
dealt with issues the government likes to keep the spotlight
on: patriotism, national security and development initiatives.
Kumar has constructed his image along the lines on which
Modi has sought to construct his own: nationalist, thoughtful,
righteous, pro-governance. However, as even sections of Hindu
nationalists believe, Kumar’s affinity for Hindutva is more
strategic than a matter of conviction,

AGRICULTURE

@ 50 Field Notes
Dispatches from the farmer protests
AMANDEEP SANDHU

62 Second Innings
How post-retirement ambitions imperil judges’ integrity
SHUBHANKAR DAM



PERSPECTIVES

CASTE
% Spaces and Times @ 16 Fixing the Gaze

How cultural initiatives nurture collective The Madam Chief Minister poster and the genealogy of a new
activity at the farmers’ protests Dalit assertion

TANUSHREE BHASIN PRAVEEN DONTHI

R T e e i i el P PG NS Bty

\ ARTS
Root Cause Q 22 Selection Bias

How the Miyawaki method can transform
Indian cities

The Modi government’s efforts to curate a revisionist history

PARNI RAY
MAHIMA JAIN
HEALTH
- @ 26 False Remedies
4 Frayed Threads The Modi government’s woeful record of suppressing information on
Coir workers in Kerala struggle for survival COVID-19

NAYANTARA NARAYANAN

POLITICS

72 Liberation Square
How Shaheen Bagh offers
amodel for the future
VAIBHAV VATS

LITERATURE

88 The Garden of
Shining Roses
Remembering my father,
Shamsur Rahman Faruqi
MEHR AFSHAN FAROOQI

THE BOOKSHELF

EDITOR’S PICK

\
\
\
\
\
|
\
]
\
!
\
\
|
|
|
!
\
|
|
|
\
\
\
|
\
\
|
\
\
\
\
|
\
\
|
|
|
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
|
|
\
\
\

CHANTHU s |
|
\
\
\
|
\
\
|
\
|
!
\
\
\
|
\
\
|
|
\
\
\
!
!
|
\
!
[
\
!
\
!
\
|
\
\
|
\
\
\

|

THE CARAVAN }

:



EBRUARY, 2021

FORTNIGHTLY ON POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

WINGS
OF A
VIRUS

An ill-prepared government is caught
unawares by the bird flu outbreak

y

covip-19

Vaccination drive receives
muted response
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HEAVY DOWNPOUR IN SOUTH INDIA
Link to sudden warming
over the Arctic
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As India battles one of the
worst outbreaks of bird flu,
it has raised questions over
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habitat and barely
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Farmers in a Tamil Nadu
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