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—EDITORIAL=

Corona Pandemic, Scindia’s Exit, HC's Censure

The putbreak of novel coronavirud (Covid 2019)
has lately besn described as o pandemic, according
to the World Health Organdsation (WHUO), Thus all
visas,- barring. those in select categories, have
bein suspended Gl April 13 2020,

The Centre has also. advised all States and
Linion Territores to invoke the provisions. of the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, thereby enabling
therm to enforce advisories whenever necessary,

Om the politeal plane the situation appeas
dismal for the main Opposition  party —the
Corgress—with the exit of Iyodicaditya Sondis
from it to join the raling. party ot the Centre, the
BIF. This i a crists of phenomenal proportions fos
it carries. the portents of the Congress: disinte-
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outfit in nattonal politics, the. prospects of such a
development s a matter of serions. coneen - and
anxlety for every secular democrat who fegls fhat
the Compress alone 'is o bulwark of against the
majoritarian  fastism that the Right-wmyg Hinda
party upholds and represents. This goes far beyond
the petty lkes aml dislikes of udividusks and
projects ominous signals for the polity as a whobe.
Whal is- most: significant s the fact that has been
highlighed In the natidmal miedia—Scimndas | Enkry
into the BJP has come at a time when the lathers
core agenda, o epiomised by the ctizenship law,
Is “sparking prolests, resistance and even communal
viglerice” i

Against this background the eleguant words fin
The fradigr Express’ editorial ‘need canetul scrating-

That o promicent beader of the Congfiss does ot just

exif the party dat o e Fuchs 38 s phe, bt does

20 e joln e BT = 2 vote ol no-cenfldence in the

party that it would do well o perpsly reflect on (0

mory wavs than are momediaedy obvipes: And as for

Seinidin in b BEP he will siom have 1o degend what

ke just weeks ams cabled the ndedensible. That's

be=trtinin b amd s conictence —oe, (0, be - paeni,
his most réckng  (onscimee

Muearwhile, e UP Government's cminogs attacks
against those opposed to the new ctivenship law
(CAA) by putting wp hoardings and banners: with
photographs and personal data of cltizens
protesting against the Act has been taken sup ol
cognisance of by the Allahabad High Court which
characterised Lhe Stale Govermment's move ds
illegal, ™ot just that. The HC pointed out that the
govermment's medsure “reflects . cojourable exercise
of powers by 'the Expeubive”  besides. being. an
“urwarranted interference in privacy of people”
and violatve of “Article 21 of the Comstitution™.
Without mincing words [ held that the government
must retrace its steps after carefully fistening to
the HCw censure.

Ziach: an unegiivocal denunciation by the
judictary is of special felevance in the prevaiting
sibiation when the Unicn Home Minister with 2
straight face charges the Congress lesdership in
hoth Houses of Parliament with being the originatar
of the recent commrimal s - i Delhl
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Taking on COVID-19

India needs a task force, an effective public health
system and health surveillance rather than reactive
measures to tackle what can tumn into a national-level
epidemic. page 13

‘Economic Sudden Stop’

COVID-19 has brought economic activity to a sudden
halt, résulting in supply and demand shocks to the
global economy, as major cities in infected countries are
put on lockoown, and the oil price war between Russia
and Saudi Arabia deepens. page 10

Doubling Farmer Incomes
How a policy focus shift, improvement of land and
water efficiency, support in coping with risks in

agriculture, and better prices for their produce will
help Indian farmers is exammed. page 35

The US-China Trade War

The economic and trade agreement between the
worid's twa largest economies and its implications for
the two countries are critically analysed. page 19

India’s Nominal Exchange Rate

The swings in the Indian nominal exchange rates,
assoclated with global events, are driven more by surges
in global capital, and there are no evidences of systemic
overvaluation, page 29
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How Prepared Is India to Control the COVID-19 Pandemic?
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Engaging Rural Youth Gainfully

16 Harnessing rueal vourh's potential to contritute v the country’s growth
wond require rusal-centric policies and the ereation of en ecosystem for
the exabiishment of own eoterprises. — Hiersh Kuinar Bhanwala,
tvanendrg Mani

Assessing the US-China Economic and Trade Agreement

16 The Unined S4ates nud Ching kad signed Phase One-af the Ecopomic ind
Trade Agreement, which reads fike @ charter of demands thar the 1 has
madke o) Cling in several key arsas. — Blewajit Bhar

How Far Is India's Nominal Exchange Rate from Equilibrium?
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Reforming Indian Agriculture
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Weak Governance, Good Deals, and Their Economic Impact
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Relocating Women Insurgents in Assam

54 Threagh In-depth Interviews across fve districts of Assam, the work of |
former women consbatants of the United Liberation Front of Asom withinthe |
organisation i highlighted, — Dixito Delka
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A‘-i we go lo press, news has come of a major
crisis having hit another bank, the Yes Bank. The RBI
Governor has disclosed that those having accounts
in the bank would be able to withdraw a maximum
of Rs 50,000 at present. He has also assured the
public that prompt steps were being taken (o tackle
the crisis which would be overcome within thirty
days. However, after the experience with the PMC
Bank these promises carry virtually no weight
whatsoever. In the midst of this development the BJP
leaders in charge of the Ministry, including the
Minister herself, have blamed the previous Congress
Government for the mess in the ‘banking sector; to
this charge former Finance Minister I. Chidambaram
has correctly underlined the need for vigil by the
present government and in the circumstances held
that it was pointless to attack the erstwhile government
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EDITORIAL

Tackling the Multi-dimensional Crisis

for whalever the Yes Bank was facing today. He has
further asked: what were the regulators doing and
what was their concrete role in this regard? These
queries are of vital importance at the present juncture.

Meanwhile, the communal violence that rocked
northeast Delhi in particular in the last few days
continues to simmer even if the scale of violence has
declined at the moment. But the fact that as many
as 53 persons (according to the latest estimates) lost
their lives in the riots cannot be ignored in any way.
After so many days it is only today that the Delhi
Police, which had come in for considerable flak for
its incompetence and ineffectiveness at the time of
the fratricidal assaults, has been finally able to
identify those who stoked the flames of fire and
urged the public to help the police in this respect.

However, the situation on this score has become
complicated due to several factors. As The Indian
Express notes,

The Narendra Modi Government continues to resist and
stonewall the Opposition’s demand to take up the issue
of the Delhi riots in Parliament... Let’s talk after Holi,
it says. This deferment should not be surprising, perhaps,
given that the violence, and its costly toll, also point
to the government’s own abdication, especially that of
Delhi Police. But it is still chilling. That Parliament should
be paralysed by a stand-off in this precarious moment,
that attempts should be made to steer it towards business
as usual, that a blind eye and a deaf ear should be turned,
even if for now, to the destruction of life and property
in the national Capital... is a continuing scandal.

At the same time, what is of utmost significance
is that the BJP leaders responsible for hate speeches
that led to the communal violence remain unappre-
hended and are freely moving about everywhere
including Parliament, whereas a responsible former
civil servant and currently human rights activist
Harsh Mander is placed in the dock instead of being
allowed to register FIRs against those who made
hate speeches. That is why a major publications in
the Capital has legitimately observed:

There are many guilty men of Delhi. Putting an activist

with a formidable record of civic action in the dock in

this moment seems to be a waste of the court’s precious
time, and a travesty.

Indeed, this is an observation few can dispute.

The ruling dispensation’s latest action against
Opposition MPs in the Lok Sabha cannot also be
taken lightly as it is an attempt to trigger confrontation
in the Lower House. This must be firmly resisted by
all forces wedded to the democratic functioning of
every institution in the country.
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Transformation in Manufacturing

An examination of the periods and industries in the
recent past that have seen a relatively better performance
of the organised manufacturing sector page 35

Corporate Tax Reductions

The latest corporate tax policy, which is based on
misplaced priorities, needs to be corrected in order to
contain the already rising inequality in the system and
prevent a few companies from benefiting. page 62

Dual Burden on Children

~ An analysis of wealth inequalities in child nutrition

shows that children from the poorest households in the
backward states suffer from the burden of the state
effect and the class effect. page 45

A Flawed Weave

Maharashtra has the largest number of power looms
in the country, but its industry has been subjected to
challenges from successive policies. page 17

To Remember or to Forget?

A resident of violence-hit Delhi finds that for the
privileged, life can go on easily in the face of what feels
like the end of the world. page 71
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CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

Ulloor, Thiruvananthapuram 695 011 Kerala, India
||IIII Phone: 0471-277 4200, 244 8881 Website: http:// www.cds.edu

L= : ADMISSION 2020
MA Applied Economics & PhD in Economics

CDS invites applications for admission to its full-time academic programmes, MA Applied Economics & PhD in
Economics for which degrees are awarded by Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

The MA programme will commence on July 27, 2020 and PhD Programme will commence on August 03, 2020.

MA Applied Economics

This is a unique master's programme in economics that aims at providing rigorous training in theory, tools and
methods for applied economic analysis, with a special focus on issues of economic development. This four-semester
programme comprises sixteen courses (nine compulsory and seven optional courses). One of the compulsory courses
in the fourth semester is a project that allows the students to apply the theory, methods and tools learned in other
courses on an empirical economic issue under faculty supervision. Students from SAARC countries (Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka) can also apply.

* Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree in any discipline, with at least 50 percentage of marks. Candidates from
SC, ST & Persons with Disability (PWD) (= 40% disability) are eligible to apply irrespective of the percentage
of marks scored in the qualifying degree.

PhD in Economics

The PhD programme admits students from any discipline. The unique aspects of the programme are a focus on
Applied Economics from a plural perspective and adaptation of effective learning tools. The coursework, spread
over two semesters, comprises courses on research methodology, quantitative techniques, economic theory and
its application to selected economic problems and Indian economy followed by a dissertation.

Eligibility: An MPhil degree from any Indian university recognized by the UGC or from a foreign educational institution
OR Master's degree or a professional degree declared equivalent to the Master’'s degree by the corresponding
statutory regulatory body, with at least 55% marks in General Category and 50% marks in OBC (NCL), SC, ST
and Person with Disability (PWD) or its equivalent grade 'B' in the UGC 7-point scale (or an equivalent grade in
a point scale wherever grading system is followed) OR an equivalent degree from a foreign educational Institution
accredited by an Assessment and Accreditation Agency.

* Those awaiting the results of the qualifying examination may also apply

Selection (MA & PhD)

Selection to the MA programme will be based on an entrance test. The selection procedure for students from
SAARC Countries is different. See Prospectus for more details.

Selection to the PhD programme will be in two stages. Candidates shortlisted on the basis of an entrance test will
be called for a personal interview scheduled between July 02, 2020 and July 10, 2020 at CDS, Thiruvananthapuram.
Selection will be based on scores in the entrance test and interview.

The entrance tests for the two programmes will be conducted on May 17, 2020 from 10.00 am to 12 noon at
Guwabhati, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Kozhikode, New Delhi, Pune and Thiruvananthapuram.

Statutory Reservation for candidates from India belonging to SC, ST, OBC (NCL), EWS and Person with Disability (PWD)
(=40% disability) as per Government of India Rules.

Financial Assistance

PhD scholars may avail UGC’s JRF/SRF, RGNF, Moulana Azad Fellowships and Kerala State Government fellowship
for SC/ST students. Students who have not qualified for fellowships from other sources may avail a small number

of ICSSR fellowships on a competitive basis. Fellowship award will be based on a separate interview in the
presence of sponsoring agencies.

APPLICATION FOR MA & PhD PROGRAMME CLOSES ON APRIL 08, 2020.

The Prospectus, Application Form with Hall ticket & Gui loaded
from www.cds.edu delines for all the courses may be down

March 02, 2020 Director
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ALTEHNATIVE MEDICINES

Homoeopathy: A Primer on its Applicability
Khushali Gambhir

In an era where the World Health Organisation (WHO) is worried
about antibiotic sensitivity and chronic non-communicable
diseases, homoeopathy is a therapeutic science that can step in to
fill the gap. Research leads us to understand that homoeopathy is
based on nano-technology that works on immunity enhancement

10 Quality of Life: An Ayurvedic Approach

Chhaju Ram Yadav and Sanjeev Sharma

The origin of Ayurveda has been traced to around 6000 BCE. The

first recorded medical texts evolved from the Vedas. More than 1.5

e, million practitioners are using this traditional medicinal system for
& 3 health care in India. It is estimated that 7800 manufacturing units are
’ ® " ‘ involved in the production of natural health products and traditional
¥ % plant-based formulations in the nation, which requires more than
& 2000 tonnes of medicinal plant material annually.

16 Traditional Healing: Reviving an Ancient Art
Imlikumba and P Ringu
Traditional or indigenous and folk medicine is a system
developed over generations within various civilizations, sociefies,
communities, tribes and clans. The World Health Organisation
estimated that 80 per cent of the population in developing
countries rely on traditional medicine, mostly plant drugs for their
primary health care needs. In India, 70 per cent of the population
uses traditional medicine.

is The Siddha System of Medicine: Aw

Perspective
K Kanakavalli and E Wilson
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The Central Council for Research in Unani Medicine (CCRUM) is an autonomous organization under the Ministry
of AYUSH, Government of India. Since its establishment in March 1978, the Council has been busy in researching

various fundamental and applied aspects of Unani Medicine. Over the years, the CCRUM has emerged as the world-
leader in the field of research in Unani Medicine.

CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH IN UNANI MEDICINE
Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India

THE NETWORK AREAS OF ACTIVITY
The CCRUM has 23 research centers functioning The Research Programme of the Council has
in different parts of the country, besides its four major components:
headquarters in New Delhi. = (linical Research

*»  Drug Standardization
= Literary Research
= Survey and Cultivation of Medicinal Plants

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS

Some of the significant achievements of the Council are as follows:

al Research

Developed 27 Unani drugs, which are purely natural, standardized and without any side-effects, for successful
treatment of vitiligo, sinusitis, infective hepatitis, eczema, filariasis, malaria, rheumatoid arthritis, bronchial
a and some other common ailments.

17 patents on for developing certain novel therapeutic compositions and SCAR primers.

* Developed pharmacopoeial standards for 298 single and 150
: compound drugs. Besides, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for
anufacture of 50 compound drugs have also been finalized.
iblished six volumes of National Formulary of Unani Medicine, six
f Unani Pharmacopoeia of India (UPI), Part 1 (on single
p of the UPI, Part 2 (on compound drugs).
ition of Medicinal Plants :
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VICTIMHOOD

a symposium on
its politics

in our times

symposium participants

10 THE PROBLEM
Posed by Ankur Datta, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,
South Asian University, Delhi

15 EXPLORING VICTIMHOOD
Michael Rothberg, Professor of English and Comparative Literature
and the Goetz Chair in Holocaust Studies, University of California,
Los Angeles

18 COLLAPSE OF THE REGIME OF VICTIMHOOD
Gowhar Fazili, Assistant Professor of Sociology,
Ambedkar University Delhi
23 VICTIMHOOD AS AN ASSET?
Sasanka Perera, Professor of Sociology, South Asian University,
Delhi; Editor, ‘Society and Culture in South Asia’
27 THE DOMINANT VICTIM?
Suryakant Waghmore, Associate Professor, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay
32 VICTIMHOOD OF DALITS
Anand Teltumbde, Senior Professor, Goa Institute of Management;
and civil rights activist
36 INTERVIEW
with Sanjay Srivastava, Professor of Sociology, Institute of
Economic Growth, Delhi and British Academy Global Professor, ~
University College London
40 A MODEL MINORITY: JAINS AND THE MUSLIM ‘PROBLEM’
Manisha Sethi, Associate Professor, Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi
44 POLITICS OF THE POOR
Tanweer Fazal, Professor, Department of Sociology,
University of Hyderabad

48  TIME PE AYA KARO (PLEASE COME ON TIME!)
Atreyee Sen, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology,
University of Copenhagen

54 MOBILITY, DIASPORA AND VICTIMHOOD
Divya Vaid, Assistant Professor, Centre for the Study of Social
Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi; Ankur Datta,
Department of Sociology, South Asian University, Delhi

57  INTERROGATING VICTIMHOOD IN POPULIST TIMES
Jagat Sohail, PhD student, Department of Anthropology,
Princeton University, Princeton

62 IN CONVERSATION
Sanjay Kak, film maker, in conversation with Ankur Datta,
South Asian University, Delhi

67 BOOKS
Reviewed by Sarbani Sharma, Shakya Bose,
Bhavneet Kaur, Harsh Sethi and Mahendra Prasad Singh

79 FURTHERREADING '
A select and relevant bibliography compiled by Abir Lal Mazumder, 9
Research Scholar, South Asian University, Delhi

81 COMMENT
on Lutyens’ Delhi by Shiv Visvanathan, Social S_cicncc nomad;
Tuition Culture by Mithun Dey, journalist, Bongaigaon, Assam; and
The ASER Report by Shireen Vakil, Head — Policy and Advocacy, and
Jyotsna, Programme Manager — Education, at the Tata Trusts, Delhi
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