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Welcome Message

Dr. Anjula Bansal
Officiating
Principal

helm as a mentor with the first issue of

It gives me immense pleasure to be at the
the history e-newsletter is being released.

The newsletter is academically vested in the
department of History brought out by its
academic society-Dharohar. The newsletter
testifies to the vision, hard work, and
commitment of our students. The society

Dr. Santosh Kumar Rai
Associate Professor in
Modern Indian History
Department of History,
(North Campus)

Social Science Faculty
University of Delhi
Delhi 110007

Dear Colleagues

his 8 a moment of immense pleasure

that the history fraternity of Kalindi

College is bringing out its newsletter.
In the global age, we are living in, breaking
through the walls of language, time and
distance mfinitely broaden ow discipline;
however, this sudden challenge of pandemics
has now forced us into immobility — or at
least limited mobility. For many of us, it
might be the first time in our lives that we

organizes a series of events like seminars,
webinars, debates, quiz programs, screening of
movies, and many more. It encowrages me to
be a witness to the strides that the department
has taken and I heartily wish them success in
all ther future endeavours. Such mitiatives
have always paid off well and allow the
students to think differently and relate their
discipline to a real-life scenario leading to their
holistic development. The newsletter is a
reflection of the student's efforts to commingle
therr potentials and talents. Contribution to the
newsletter has not only been made by students,
alumni, and faculty. It & a commendable
ventwe and I hope to be a proud witness to
more such issues.

experience a limitation on ow freedom of
movement.

Thus at such a historical moment of
pandemics, this commitment to using
knowledge of history and the skills to make
the world a better, safer place is
commendable. Such occasions bear testimony
to the healthy growth ofan institution and its
stakeholders. In the current uncertain times as
the department is committed to promoting
and fostering equality and diversity, this
newsletter remains a beacon of hope for
scientific temperament and testament to the
rich multicultural history.

As the sites of historical knowledge are too
diverse and interdisciplinary, experimenting
with multiple forms of pedagogy become
pertinent, and unfolding such ideas of
communication take us to the new heights of
historical inquiry. I wishall the best to you.
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Dr.Rini Pundir
e-Newsletter
Editor
Department  of
History

Kalindi College

s the editor of the e-Newsletter, it is

indeed a moment of immernse joy and

pride for me. A much-awaited dream
- to witness the final print of the History
Department newsletter, has finally come true!
I embraced the Kalindi family in 2006 and
since then we have collectively and
relentlessly wotked towards the betterment of
the department. My colleagues and I have
always strived to give the best to our students
in terms of sharing- knowledge, upgrading the
history section in the library by procuring
latest resowrces for the students, and by
establishing a strong bond between the
faculty and the students as we continue to
counsel our students both at the academic and
personal level

The newsletter has contributions from
ow students and alumni. I am grateful to our
principal, Dr. Anjula Bansal and Dr.
Santosh Kumar Rai, Associate Professor
Department of History, University of Delhi
for therr kind ad encouraging words. I would
ako like to thank Dr.Garima Prakash (T/IC
Dept. of History) for her continuous support
and suggestions; Dr. Ram Sarik Gupta who
has wotked pemsistently to give the e-
Newsletter its final shape; Dr.Amrit Anurag
who edited the papers contributed by the
students.

The task of printing a Newsletter in today’s
time when the pandemic has created a havoc
m our lives is truly challenging. Since getting
a published print was not possibke we decided
to adopt the virtual mode. I present the very
first edition ofthe newsletter fiom the History
Department of Kalindi College.

i —

Dr. Garima Prakash
Teacher-in-Charge
Department of
History

Kalindi College

=V}
-

t is a great pleasure to be a part of the
Iﬁrst E-News Letter of the Department of
History, Kalindi Colle ge.
The Academic Year 2020-21 marks my 14
year as a faculty in the Department of
History, Kalindi College. I have seen the vast
progress made in our department by the joint
efforts of Dr. Rini Pundir and all the faculty
members under the able guidance of our
Principal, Dr. Amjula Bansal It is both
promising and motivating for all of us. I am
grateful to be given an opportunity to work
with the faculty members and my students to
meet ow academic phn and growth
strategies.

These are unprecedented times due to Covid
19 and it is unfortunate that our generation
has to witness this pandemic which took over
the world by surprise. Though the sufferings
are greater but we cannot deny that we have
learnt a lot from it and embraced the positive
changes. One of the important outcomes is
the increased use of information technology
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which helps us in both in teaching and
learning from the safe environs of our homes.

Hence this year onwards all of us are going to
experience education in an entely different
format, for exanple - Online Examinations
2019-20 & Online Admissions for year 2020-
21 along with new mnovations to impart
knowledge through e-classes and to assess
our students through e-assignments based on
the syllabus and guidelines of University of
Delhi.

I wish all the best to our students appearing
for OBE 2019-20 and for their future once
they step out in the real world.

We learn from History - to adapt, to be
resilient and emerge victoriows. Be Home,
Practice Social Distancing & Be Safe.

Department. The year was very eventful
for the Department for its academic
activities and co-curricular  excellence.

It was indeed a great year for the

Enriched by a competent and committed
faculty, the History Department engages
students with discipline in diverse ways.

Orientation and Induction Programme

The orientation program for the newly
admitted undergraduate students of B.A.
(Hons) History was organised on 20th July
2019. A welcome note was given by the
Teacher-in-charge, Dr. Rini Pundir. Senior
faculty member Dr. Garima Prakash was also
present there. Students and their parents were
formally welcomed and introduced to the
culture of the College and University. The
main point of enthusiasm for freshers was
“Know Yowr Department”. Dr. Pundir
addressed the fieshers about academic
grooming by attending classes regularly. She
briefed about attendance and its benefits in

internal assessment. Using PowerPoint
presenfation she let the students to get
familiarized with the available facilities in the
college and department. She encouraged
freshers to take interest in ‘Add on’ courses.
The idea behind such was to motivate the
students and build zeal in fresh students. She
requested parents to keep checking the
college website. If need be, could meet the
teachers. The students interacted and
responded with the queries related to classes
and courses. The orientation program
concluded with best wishes to the students for
the next 3 years.
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Lecture Organised by ‘Dharohar’ History Society

A Lecture on

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre

he History Society of owr Department
T‘Dhamhar organized a tak on

“Jallianwala Bagh Massacre’ on 14
August 2019. Dr. Rajesh Kumar Director
(Jownal, Publicaton & Library) ICHR
delivered a lecture on this topic. He discussed
many sowces about Jalliawala Bagh
Massacre including, archival documents and
government records. He stated that
Jallianwala Bagh’s incidents draw severe
criticism worllwide agamst the British
government and this incident fuelled up the
umrest against them He enlightened us about
The Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes
Act 0f 1919, better known as the Rowhtt Act,
came into force a month before the massacre
m Jallianwal Bagh. It shocked most Indians
who had expected to be rewarded, not
punished, for willingly fighting alongside the

British in the First World War. The acts were
met by widespread anger and discontent
among Indians, notably in the Punjab region.

Dr. Kumar also discussed the arrest of
Saifudeen Kitchlew and Satya Pal that
sparked protests on April 10 in which soldiers
fired upon civilians. General Dyer was given
the task of restoring order. He explained that
On April 13, 1919, on the auspicious day of
Baishakhi a peaceful public meeting was held
at Jallianwala Bagh. Although Congress has
10 idea about the meeting held at Jallianwala
Bagh, General Dyer ordered a fire to be
opened on the crowd. The firing of 1650
rounds of bullets was deliberate and targeted
and it resulted in the death of almost 1000
people although the official figure of death
was only 379 people.
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In his concluding remarks, Dr. Rajesh said
that apologizing in British Parliament can be
called symbolic as incidents such as
Jallianwala Bagh massacre are a frequent

adjunct to a system as repressive as the
British Raj and mere words cannot heal such
heinous crime.
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A Lecture on

Archival Research Methods

harohar, the History Society,
Dorganized a seminar on 280

September 2019, former DG National
Archive of India Dr. Shravan Kumar graced
the occasion. Dr. Rini Pundir welcomed the
guest by presenting him a shawl and Dr.
Garima Prakash presented a planter. Dr.
Shravan Kumar spoke extensively on the uses

of Archival Data m research and fis
importance to carry out the historical study.
He also enlightened on how to use archival
data in a scientific way to get the things in the
right perspective. He shared his own
experience as History students and
encouraged them to read it carefully to
understand the culture and society of India.

'‘'DHAROHAR"

HISTORY SOCIETY
OF

ALINDI COLLE

(UNIVERSITY OF DELHI)
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Y SOCIETY

OF
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A Lecture on

Why People Record and Reconstruct History

harohar, the History Society,

Organised a talk on 25% February

2020. Prof Eugenia Vanina (Institute
of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of
Sciences) graced the occasion. She delivered
a lecture on the topic of “Why People Record
and Reconstruct Hstory’. Dr. Rini Pundir
Welcomed the guest by introducing and
presenting her a shawl and Dr. Garima
Prakash presented a bouquet. Prof. Eugenia
Vanina spoke largely on the reconstruction of
the past. She said that the notion of
reconstructing  the past volves a
retrospection of the past events. Retrospection
means the action of loking back on past
events, experiences and thoughts. She stated

that Foreign Travellers account & important
but ther understanding of Indian society is
imperfect. She also said that Imperialist
Historians like James Mill and James Todd
purposely showed the poor state of India. She
posed questions to those historians who used
to downphy the religious reason only due to
maintaining harmony in society. She said that
the prime job of a Historian & to represent the
real pictwre instead of sacrilege. In final
remarks, she said that in the context of the
new developments in historiography, every
mode of historical inquiry needs to be
reviewed and updated. So, the reconstructive
strategy of historians is a necessary positive
step in this direction.
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Webinar Organised by ‘Dharohar’ History Society

A Webinar on

HISTORY OF EPIDEMICS AND PRESENT CON TEXT

FTEARET &7 3fagw e adATT Hed)

n 24 April 2020, Dr. Sawav Kumar
ORai (Senior Research Assistant,

Nelhru Memorial Museum and
Library) delivered a talk on the history of
epidemics with special reference to enhanced
mobility and interconnectedness in the age of
colonialism. In this regard, Dr. Rai briefly
discussed the spread of epidemics in the
Anerican continents and the Indian sub-
continent under the colonial rule. Here in the
case of India, the special emphasis was on the
plague epidemic of the late 1890s and the
Influenza epidemic of 1918 and how it
changed the couwrse of Indian history. The
lecture emphasized that colonialism provided
wings to epidemics thereby transforming their
nature. Epidemics started tuning into
pandemics with colonial expansion.

Also, the lecture focused on the lessons which
one can draw in the present context of corona
pandemic from the historical experience of
fighting against epidemics. Dr. Rai
categorically emphasized that it is only
through preparedness coupled with a
developed health infrastructure and proper
social security measures that epidemic like
situation can be overcome. He particularly
cited the example of Kerala in this context.
Furthermore, through his lkcture, Dr. Rai
made it clear that any epidemic although it
begins as a biological phenomenon, soon
turns into economic, social and political
phenomena.

The above webinar was chaired by Dr.
Rini Pundir. It was well attended by students
of BA (Hons) History and other courses as
well. They also interacted with the speaker
asking some pertinent questions especially
regarding the similarities and dissimilarities
between the present corona outbreak and
epidemics of the past.
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1 Sarik Gu

A Webinar on

Japan Colonization:

March First Movement and Growth of Korean Nationalism

n 1 May 2020, the 'Dharohar
OHistory Society of the Department

organized a webinar on ‘Japan
Colonization: March First Movement and
Growth of Korean Nationalism’ and the
speaker was Dr. Rahul Raj Assistant
Professor, Center for Korean Studies
Jawaharlal Nehru University. The webinar
was started with speaker welkome and Dr.
Rini Pundr Teacher-in-Charge of the
department has Chair and given the opening
remarks. The program convener Dr. Garima
Prakash and department faculties also Dr.
Mihr Kumar Jha History faculty ARSD
College attended the webinar.

Dr. Rahul Raj has started his lecture with a
brief overview of Korea’s relations with a
neighbour since the dawn of history. History
itself is a jumble of kingdoms, empires, and
wars that have come and gone. The Korean
peninsula is no exception and has been the
hotbed for many encounters between peoples
and nations throughout hstory. Dr. Raj has
emphasized nations had been conquering
other mations and territories for as long as we

know, the start of the imperialist age, made
possible through industrial advancement i
mainly Western European countries, took the
very notion of “empire” to a whole different
level In this light, Japan was reltively lte
when it presented itself to the world as an
imperialist power. The annexation of Korea in
1910 marked the official start of its colonial
rule; although Japanese influence had been
prevalent on the penmnsul years before.

Dr. Raj makes his arguments Japan’s
oppressive behaviour resulted n
counteractions by nationalist movements,
which eventually resulted in the March 1st
movement in 1919, which was a severe
outbreak of public discontent against the
colonial system. The March 1st movement led
the foundation of Korea's freedom and
nationalist movement which continued until
its independence. The relation between Korea
and Japan was substantially different from
other colonial powers and their colonies.
Dramatic changes in the political sphere, as
well as the economic, social and cultural
sphere, ushered in the stait of a 35-year long
suppression. The colonial rule was a shaip
distinction between a “real” Japanese person
and therr “Japanized” Korean counterparts,
which was visible in most aspects of society.
Anextreme form of coercion was the comfort
women or comfort girls.
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The webinar was eagerly attended by students
of BA (Hons) History, other courses students.
The Department of History ARSD College
students also participated in the webinar. The
faculty and students had interacted with the

speaker while asking questions about Korea
history and some relevant questions on the
subject. The Webinar was ended with the vote
of thanks by Dr. Rini Pundir.

b

1a Gupta |

An International Webinar on

Role of Library in Archiving and Dissemination of Knowledge in
Unprecedented Times of COVID-19

epartment of History, Kalindi
DCollege organized an International
Webinar on 10th June 2020 for the

enrichment and professional development of
students, teachers and researchers. The

webinar's theme was 'Role of Library in
Archiving and Dissemination of Knowledge
mn unprecedented times of Covid-19. Dr. Rini
Pundir and Dr. Garima Prakash aptly
coordinated and mentored the International
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webinar. Respected Principal Ma’am Dr.
Anjula Bansal in her address hailed the role
of the librarian and its staff in these critical
times. Dr. Bansal in her address highlighted
the role of the lbrary as gateways to
knowledge and cultwe. She said that the
resowrces and services they offered create
opportunities for learning and shape the new
ideas and perspective.

Head of the department Dr. Rini Pundir
welcomed distinguished speakers Dr. James
Onley (Director of Historical research, Qatar
National Library, Doha Qatar) and Dr. Vipul
Datta (Asst. Professor, Department of
Humanities and Socil Sciences, IIT
Guwahati, Assam), Colleagues, Alumni,
Faculty and Research schohrs from various
parts of the country. In her welcome address,
Dr. Pundir emphasized the 1ole of technology
that brought us together very close. She said
due to pandemic students are engaging with
e-books and e-larning. In her address, she
ako raised concern regarding the integration
of person with disabilities m this system.

Addressing to seminar Dr. James Onky spoke
on ' The impact of Covid-19 on Digital
archive projects. He emphasized the role of
online teaching and the use of the digital
library. Dr. Onley discussed extensively on
the role of Qatar digital library and their
collaboration with British library. Discussing
Digital archives he said that Digital archiving
is a repository of digital material that an
mstitution or person desires to keep for a
longer period to provide long-term access to

the information. He said that although
University and colleges are encowaging
students to read online digitization have many
drawbacks like all the books or e-material are
not available online. In such a scenario with
the help of advanced technology e-material
should be available for all students at free of
costor at a minimal cost.

Dr. Vipul Datta addressed a seminar on
'Archives and Library in the Digital Era. He
spoke to the positivity of Digital availability
of Data, Documents, Newspaper and media.
Dr. Datta said that online archives and online
depository are excellent resources when
stepping out are a serious issue. He said that
digital availability of preserved maps, aits or
any resources available is served as a rich
source of research material. Dr. Dutta also
highlighted the role of social media as it is
also a souwrce of knowledge. In the present
scenario, he also pointed out the importance
of Oral History Methodology to recover the
loss of Data. All archives are trying to
preserve data in digitalized form but in many
states, archives are in bad condition which
should be maintained properly to save our
History.

In concluding remarks Dr. Pundir emphasized
the role of State archives. As they need to
collect data from people who were not willing
to share. All in all, it was a great experience
for all the participants as webinar provided an
enriched understanding of Role of Library in
Archiving and Dissemination of Knowled ge
n unprecedented times of Covid-19.
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' Or Rini Pundir
orAn]‘uh‘Bansal Teacherin-Charge
Principal Department of History

Dr James Onley
Director, Historical Research
Qatar National Library, Doha

Dr Garima Prakash
Webinar Convener
Department of History

Dr Vipul Dutta
Assistant Professor
IIT, Guwahati
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