Course Guideline

DSC 3: History of the Media

Credits: 4 (3 Theory + 1 Practical)
UNIT I: History of Print Media

e Print revolution and telegraph

e Yellow Journalism, Evolution of Press in United States and Great Britain

e History of the Press in India: Colonial Period, National Freedom Movement
e Gandhi and Ambedkar as Journalists and Communicators

e Emergency and Post Emergency Era
UNIT II: Beginnings of Sound Media

e The coming of Gramophone

e Early history of Radio in India

e Evolution of AIR Programming

e Patterns of State Control; the Demand for Autonomy

e FM: Radio Privatization
UNIT I1I: Visual Media

e The early years of Photography and Cinema

e The coming of Television and the State’s Development Agenda

e Commercialization of Programming (1980s)

e Invasion from the Skies: The coming of transnational television (1990s)

e Formation of Prasar Bharati

Projects: A comparative study of a Community Radio project and any of AIR’s Local Radio
stations. Projects such as case studies of radio programmes, tracing the transformation of certain
traditional musical genres like devotional music, ghazals and folk songs with the advent of

cassette technology, presentations on the importance of archiving and archives of films,



newspapers, music and photographs as well as projects on digital archives of sound and visual

media.

Learning outcome: The course will help the student to attain familiarity with the historical
evolution of the media. It will enable the student to contextualize the developments of the media
and its role through political and economic changes across the world. Students will be able to
assist any organisation in writing historical aspects in an efficient manner. The students will also
get an opportunity to work as a researcher and place key developments in media technologies
across history.

Teaching-Learning process: Teaching the paper requires a deep historical and historiographical
knowledge. The course demands familiarity with such political concepts such as modernity,
development, nationalism, colonialism, post colonialism and globalization to contextualize

changes in media.

Class room learning thus can include visual and audio material, periodicals and films to immerse
the class in historical experience. Museum visits, visits to photography collections and other such
tools from history classroom can enable new methods of learning for a media studies classroom.

Student presentations and projects can be based on a range of themes.
Essential Readings:

1. Briggs, A and Burke, P. Social History of Media: From Gutenberg to the Internet. Polity
Press, 2010. Chapter 2 and Chapter 5

2. Jeffrey, Robin. India’s News Paper Revolution: Capitalism, Politics and the Indian Language
Press. New Delhi: Oxford, 2003.

3. David Page and William Crawley. Satellites Over South Asia. Sage, 2001. Chapter 2, chapter
8 and Chapter 9

4. Erik Barnouw and Krishnaswamy. "Beginnings,” & "Three Get Started”, Indian Film. New
York: Oxford University press, 192nd Edition, 1980

Early communication system in India (part - 1) - YouTube



file:///C:/Users/acerpc/Downloads/Early%20communication%20system%20in%20India%20(part%20-%20I)%20-%20YouTubehttps:/www.youtube.com/watch%3fv=9WocwNyyo8g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v:9WocwNyyo8qg

Suggested Readings:

1. Jeffrey, Robin. "Communications and capitalism in India, 1750-2010." South Asia: Journal of
South Asian Studies 25, no. 2 (2002): 61-75.

2. V. Ratnamala, Ambedkar and media, 2012
http://roundtableindia.co.in/index.php?option:com content&view:article&id:4992:ambedkar-
and-media&catid:119:feature&ltemid: 132

3. Manuel, Peter. Cassette Culture. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993, Pages 1- 32

4. Satellite Television: An Impact on Social Participation, Sabharwal, Tarjeet, ISBN 978-81-
8457-064-9, Kanishka Publishers, 2008

5. Chatterjee, P.C, Broadcasting in India page (New Delhi, Sage, 1991) pp 39-57

6. Neurath P. “Radio Farm Forum as a Tool of Change in Indian Villages,” Economic
Development of Cultural Change, vol 10, No. 3 (pp 275-283), 1962

7. Das, Biswajit, “Mediating Modernity: Colonial Discourse and Radio Broadcasting in India”,
Communication Processes Vol 1: Media and Mediation, B. Bel, B. Das, J. Brower, Vibhodh
Parthasarthi, G. Poitevin (Ed.) (Sage 2005)

8. Parthasarthi, Vibhodh, “Constructing a New Media Market: Merchandising the Talking
Machine”, Communication Processes Vol 1: Media and Mediation, B. Bel, B. Das, J. Brower,
Vibhodh Parthasarthi, G. Poitevin (Ed.), Sage 2005

9. Thirumal, P., and C. Lalrozami. Modern Mizoram: History, Culture, Poetics. Taylor &
Francis, 2018. Chapter 1

10. Francis Robinson. “Technology and Religious change: Islam and the impact of Print”,

Modern Asian Studies. Vol 27, No. 1 (Feb 1993) pp. 229-251.

11. Seminar Issue October 1997, Indian Language Press
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12. Neyazi, Taberez Ahmed, and Akio Tanabe. "Introduction: democratic transformation and the
vernacular public arena in India", Democratic Transformation and the Vernacular Public Arena
in India, pp. 17-40. Routledge, 2014.

13. Maya Ranganathan, “The Pan Tamil rhetoric in regional media”, Indian Media In A
Globalised World. ed. Ranganathan, Maya, and Usha M. Rodrigues, SAGE Publications India,
2010. pp 83-105

14. G.N.S Raghavan, Early years of PTI, PTI story: Origin and Growth of Indian Press (Bombay,
Press Trust of India, 1987. pp 92-119

15. Melissa Butcher. Transnational Television, Cultural Identity and Change. New Delhi, Sage,
2003. 49-77

16. Cappon, Rene, J. The Associated Press Guide to News Writing, 4th Edition. Peterson's; 4th
edition, 20109.

17. Sheridan, Lynette Burns. Understanding Journalism. SAGE Publications Ltd; Second edition,
2012.

18. Rudin, Richard and Ibbotson, Trevor. Introduction to Journalism: Essential techniques and
background knowledge. Routledge, 1 Edition, 2002.



