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Course title Credits 
& Code 

DSC 
Introduction 
to 

Journalism 

1: 4 

Learning Objectives 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC CORE COURSE -1 (DSC-1) - : 

Learning outcomes 

Lecture Tutorial Practical/ 
Practice 

3 

Credit distribution of the 
Course 

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows: 

SYLLABUS OF DSC-1 

0 

UNIT-I (20 Hours) 

1 

The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows: 

Eligibility Pre-requisite 
criteria 

UNIT I: Understanding News 

Passed 
Class XII 
with 

To understand what it takes to be a competent reporter and the problems that 
journalists face in the media industry. 

English 

To equip students to work as a cub-reporter in any news media organisation. 

of the course 

(if any) 

NIL 

By studying this course, students will be able to understand the nature of news and 
the process of news transmission to the readers. 
Students will be able to write news stories and comprehend the role of the press in 
a democratic society. 
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Meaning and definition of Journalism 

Ingredients of news 

" NewS: meaning, definition, nature 

The news process: from the event to the reader (how news is carried from 
event to reader) 

Hard news vs. Soft newS 

Basic components of a news story 

Attribution, on-record, off-the record, embargo, 

Verification, balance, fairness, brevity, dateline, credit line and byline. 

Criteria for news worthiness, principles of news selection 

UNIT-| (20 Hours) 
UNIT I: Historical Perspective and News Writing Skills 

" Yellow journalism 

Penny press, tabloid press 

Language of news- Robert Gunning: Principles of clear writing 

Rudolf Flesch formula- skills to write news 

Organizing a news story, 5W's and 1H, nverted pyramid 

Use of archives, sources of news, use of internet 

UNIT-III (20 Hours) 
Unit lll: Different mediums-a comparison 

" Language and principles of writing on different media platforms 

Basic diferences between print, electronic and online journalism 

Citizen Journalism 

Practical component (if any) - Writing stories in the inverted pyramid format, 
identifying the news values in news stories of different newspapers, identifying the 
5W's and 1 H in news stories, writing soft-news stories. 

Essential/recommended readings 
1. Bruce D. Itule and Douglas A. Anderson. News writing and reporting for today's 
media. MCGraw Hill Publication, 2000. 
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